hoot the arrow first, and then draw a target around where it lands." This metaphor accurately describes the career pathways of many Native people who are on an educational journey without always knowing where they are going or how they will get there. This is a story of the importance and value of 'wandering' in higher education and the ways in which wandering opens doors to important teachings and
Rose: Filling A gAp "I'm overeducated because of Jerry [a pseudonym]." I was one of a seemingly endless string of Native people that used this phrase when speaking at an honoring ceremony for our former professor at the small community college. Jerry passed on shortly after this gathering, but Native students whom he mentored are now represented in diverse fields across academics, government, business, industry, and tribal settings. He sought us out on campus. He helped us to cope with alienation in an environment where our historical perspectives, experiences, and worldviews were challenged. For example, in addition to taking remedial math and a heavy academic load my first year, I had the added stress of listening to other students dismiss colonizing events, such as boarding schools, as "a thing of the past." A surprising number of people on campus were unaware of atrocities that were vividly recounted in the stories our Elders shared with us. These students saw little connection between the violent loss of language or ceremony to current health problems such as domestic violence and suicide. Implied, or stated outright, these disjointed arguments conveyed assumptions that indigenous people (including my own relatives) were somehow inferior, as "demonstrated" by the "fact" that they either could not, or would not, learn to eat right, exercise, or provide children with safe, nurturing home lives. I didn't have the patience to be an educator. and told me to fill it out. Universities were an "ivory tower."
They were expensive and competitive and were not for people like me. Having someone I respected mobilize me to take the next step at this junction of my life created a foundation of confidence that built upon itself with each small or large success, and carried me through my doctorate program. I've come to appreciate these life lessons as a gift. It is okay to be both Native and academic, and facing rejection (from scholarships, schools, people, new environments) is sometimes necessary to navigate systems and achieve my own goals.
With an advanced degree, I was introduced to a vast professional network of indigenous scholars through conferences and workshops. My experiences of losing friends and family to prescription drugs, methamphetamine, and chronic disease were common in Indian country. I pondered the anemic Native representation at many professional venues, and how there clearly were not enough of us to confront the health inequities in our communities. The growing acceptance of CBPR opened new possibilities for working in partnership with tribal groups to conduct health research. However, we needed more Natives at tables where research agendas and policies were discussed; thus the idea of LNHL was born. I began searching for opportunities to bring Native students to health and research confer- We need Native professionals to deliver culturally relevant research and care, and to play pivotal roles in shaping tribal health policies. Profound battles along the journeys can be external, such as Valerie's struggle to make sense of her place within a broken tribal health system. They can also take the shape of conflicting worldviews described by both authors as disturbing interactions with classmates or faculty in academic settings, or internal, as illustrated by Rose's reluctance to envision herself in "ivory towers" of higher education. Facing these challenges was part of the journey, and the only way that Rose could eventually transform into an archetype "teacher" for students such as Valerie. It is through this role she was able to help others to cultivate essential relationships with peers, professional role models, and traditional mentors. LNHL is the gift she brought back to her community, which included paying forward to Native students at crossroads in their educational trajectories. with their career journeys. 4, 8, 22 Promoting Native students as knowledge brokers is building academic capacity for partnership with communities. Their participation in our professional systems is a way to address this dissonance and develop holistic approaches to complex problems.
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